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Andrew Kwong
(UBSC Board Chair)

Growing to Maturity

Last year was the 30 th anniversary for Upward Bound Study Center and the
theme was, “Rising to the Challenge”, describing our ministry during the pandemic.
According to the Chinese tradition, a person begins to establish himself when he
reaches the age of 30. We also found the similarity for the center with the need
of growing to maturity.

It takes maturity to handle the ever-changing environment nowadays. Due to the
pandemic, we need to adapt to the ever-evolving new safety guidelines and still
be able to maintain the high-quality learning experiences for our students. After
conducting the online classes for over a year, we will try to integrate the in-person
classes gradually by using hybrid approach. This is a new attempt for us and it is
not an easy task. We constantly evaluate and adjust to ensure the safety of our
students and teachers.

It takes maturity to not give in to the difficult situations but keep looking for
different ways to improve under any circumstances. We took the opportunity
of no in-person class and did a makeover of the center in the summer. Many
students and volunteers spent weeks to repaint the walls and clean up the center.
Thousands of dollars were spent on the renovation including the purchase of new
chairs to ensure social distancing, new personal computers, new file cabinets, new
reception desks, new air-conditioners to improve the condition of UBSC.

It takes maturity to empower our students and parents to serve others. We
provided opportunities for them to help in the renovation of the center, to make
face shields for the community, to participate in “Make A Different Day” (Monrovia)
and the World Vision Global 6K Walk for water. We would like to see them break
through the survival mindset as new immigrants in this country and become
blessings for others around them.

The past 30 years of UBSC was indeed a wonderful journey. However, we are
not satisfied with just the good memories. We strive to become the center for
tomorrow. We have to cancel our in-person annual dinner again due to the
pandemic. Therefore, we will do another online fund-raising event sometime later
this year. Since this is our 30+1 year, our fundraising goal is $31000. We are
thankful for a matching fund already secured so your donation will be a double
blessing for us.

Email: office@ubsc.org
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What's 30+1?

UBSC 31st Anniversary and Fundraising Campaign!

This year is a matching fund event and our goal is to

raise $31K

Be a hero!

Help us reach our goal by putting us over the top.

Stay tuned for more details to come!

After 400 days of online classes and 60 days of hybrid learning
classes, 56% of students returned to Upward Bound Study Center
(UBSC) for an in-person class setting. During the hybrid learning
classes trial, students attended the in-person classes twice a
week and online classes for the rest of the week. For the center
reopening, UBSC follows the Los Angeles County Department of
Public Health COVID protocols and provides safety measures to
optimize infection control to protect employee and student health.

Despite the challenging situation that we are encountering now,
UBSC did keep the Summer Program traditions providing our
students the opportunities to explore and learn during our summer
field trip activities. However, due to the pandemic, the number of
activities was severely decreased. The bright side is our students are
still able to experience a water taxi ride around the Long Beach port,
a Metrolink trip to Oceanside and San Clemente, and enjoy the end
of the summer Go-Kart party.

In closing, we would like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to our teachers and staff that work diligently to keep the tutoring
program running smoothly and continue to inspire our students
during the pandemic. Your dedication and passion are well received
and appreciated by our students. Most importantly, we would
like to express our gratitude to our donors and volunteers for
their tremendous support. We will strive to continue to serve the
community and provide support as needed.
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